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Introduction

We support a scheme for regulating content delivered over mobile telecommunications devices that serves to protect children from inappropriate material and adults from unwanted offensive material.

Classifiable material

Some services deliverable to mobile telecommunications devices can be classified.

Material which is classified, or which would be classified, X or RC, should be prohibited. Delivering or accessing such material should be an offence.

Material which is classified, or which would be classified, MA15+ or R18+ should be restricted so that children under 15 or 18 respectively are unable to easily gain access to such material. It should be an offence to make such material accessible without adequate age verification processes.

Services difficult to classify

Streaming audiovisual services, chat room services, etc. are difficult to classify because the content is created and delivered in real time. 

Therefore there need to be enforceable rules for such services with sufficient penalties for breaches to deter creators and transmitters of such real time content from violating the rules.

It should be an offence to knowingly or recklessly permit the transmission of any real time content that would be classified X or RC.

It should be an offence to knowingly or recklessly permit material which would be classified MA15+ or R18+ to a child under 15 or under 18 respectively. 

To prevent such offences from occurring there should be a registration scheme and limited number range for any services offering audiovisual, audio or visual sex services. This scheme should parallel that currently operating for telephone sex services, which requires age verification by application for a personal identification number or payment by credit card. There should be prohibitions on advertisements for overseas based services that are not registered or that do not require age verification.

Privacy

The use of mobile telecommunications devices to capture real life images (moving or still), store these images and transmit them to other devices raises serious privacy issues.

If there are not already such offences then there is a need to prohibit the use of a mobile telecommunications device to take indecent pictures without consent. 

There are stories of individuals using mobile telecommunications devices to take pictures in change rooms or up women’s dresses, etc. These pictures can be easily transmitted to others or even made publicly available on the Internet.

Protection of children

We support the provisions of the Crimes Legislation Amendment (Telecommunications Offences and Other Measures) Bill 2004 which seek to protect children from paedophiles operating to groom and contact children by use of a telecommunications network, including a mobile telecommunications network.

We are concerned that the geo-locational facility on some mobile telecommunications devices may put children (and other vulnerable people) at risk. The purpose of this facility needs to be carefully examined and possible limitations put on its availability.

