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Summary

Betfair welcomes the opportunity to make this submission the objectives of which are
to:

1. propose that the existing ‘excluded wagering service’ exception contained in S.8A
of the Interactive Gambling Act 2001 (the “Act”), save for one amendment as
indicated in paragraph 2 below, should remain;

2. propose that the restriction on betting ‘in the run’ should be removed (i.e. betting in
the run on the outcome of sporting events after the beginning of the event should be
an exception to the prohibitions in the Act), as it serves little purpose in minimising
the harm associated with problem gambling, and that the Act should be amended
accordingly. In fact Betfair submits that betting in the run can act as a valuable
hedging tool for the responsible gambler. In addition, betting in the run is available
through another medium (i.e. the telephone) so the interactive restriction is
anomalous;

3. demonstrate why betting exchanges do not encourage problem gambling but
instead can help to promote responsible gambling; and

4. refute some of the recent claims made about Betfair and address some of the
misconceptions about betting exchanges in general.






