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2 May 2003

Manager

Broadcasting and Online Content

Licensed Broadcasting

Department of Communications, Information Technology & the Arts

GPO Box 2154

CANBERRA  ACT 2601

Dear Sir/Madam

Review of Issues related to Commonwealth Interactive Gambling Regulation
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the issues identified in your Issues Paper in relation to the above review.

Sports Investments Australia Pty Limited ACN 065 445418 (SIA) submits that the interactive gambling legislation should be amended to remove a regulatory anomaly which exists to limit the way in which certain betting services can be offered.

SIA believes that the restrictions contained in the Interactive Gambling Act 2001 (the Act) will impede the ability for television operators and channels to offer attractive interactive services through digital television.  

In our view, the take-up of digital television will be enhanced if people are able to access a range of services.  In the sporting area, there are a number of services which could potentially be offered.  One of these services that people may wish to access is a betting service using a digital receiver.    

However, because of the way the legislation operates, there is an inconsistency between the legal treatment of a telephone betting service and a betting service via a digital receiver.  This is because telephone betting or betting in person on sports events which have commenced is permitted, but interactive betting once sports events have commenced is not permitted.  

SIA believes that the Act should be amended to broaden the definition of an excluded wagering service to permit the placing of bets after the beginning of the event (sometimes referred to as in-the-run betting). There is no logical reason why this distinction should be maintained, especially as this type of betting is also available at authorised gambling operator outlets such as the TAB and PubTABs.  SIA believes that regulation in this area should be technologically neutral so that in-the-run betting should be able to be made whatever the means of making the bet is used, be it in person, by telephone or using a digital receiver.

If you have any questions about this issue please feel free to call me on 02 9776 2447.

Yours sincerely

David Malone

Chief Executive Officer
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