Better Hearing Australia 

2 Gilbert Street

Gilberton  SA  5081

3rd December 1998

Mr Jim Adamson

Director, Broadcasting Content Section

Department of Communications,

Information Technology and the Arts

GPO Box 2l54

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Sir

Review of the Television Broadcasting Service (Digital Conversions) Act 1998
I understand that the captioning section of the above Act is due to undergo the Review Process and that the television networks are proposing the following be exempted from captioning:

News and current affairs outside prime time 

Local regional programs with low budgets 

Sports 

Foreign language news (eg SBS World News) 

Subtitled programs (foreign language programs subtitled in English)

We most strenuously reject these proposals as any watering-down of the legislation would be very detrimental to the aspirations of Deaf and Hearing-impaired viewers.

I therefore submit the above comments on our behalf for your consideration.

Yours faithfully

Elizabeth Ellis

National President

