16 January 1999

Mr Jim Adamson 

Director 

Broadcasting Content Section 

Department of Communications, Information Technology & the Arts 

GPO Box 2154 

Canberra ACT 2601

Dear Mr Adamson

As Director of South West Region Disability Services Inc (VIC), and employer of a Deaf Resource Officer for the Barwon South West Region we service the Deaf and Hard of Hearing within the region.

Many clients require captioning on their TVs, simply to keep in touch with what is happening within their community and current affairs of the nation. As our clients are regionally based they often do not have the same support and contact with the community as their hearing counterparts.

We believe that captioning is an essential right for the Deaf and Hearing Impaired Community. We would ask that the following aims be met in regards to free-to-air television.

· All prime time programs should be captioned by 2001 

· All news and current affairs programs should be captioned by 2001 

· All children's programs should be captioned by 2002 

· All remaining programs should be captioned by 2005.

Yours sincerely

CATH LOUREY (Mrs} 

Director South West Region Disability Service Inc.

