THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DEAF SOCIETY INC

20 January 1999

Mr Jim Adamson

Director - Broadcasting Content Section

Dept of Communications, Information Technology & the Arts

GPO Box 2154

CANBERRA  ACT 2601

Dear Mr Adamson

We would like to comment on captioning of television programs in Australia.

We are concerned that the introduction of digital television will financially discriminate against all users of captioning services.

After many years of lobbying, manufacturers now include captioning within the television, rather than the need to purchase a separate decoder. Now it seems all the hard work and efforts of many people will be wasted, as the new digital televisions will not include decoding mechanisms, and users will again need to purchase additional equipment, at an additional cost.

We feel that the Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts should ensure that all digital televisions have the facility to show captioned programs, as a standard feature. Future lobbying will ensure that more and more programs are captioned, and to take full advantage of this service all televisions should have decoding technology included.

We would appreciate if you could raise these point on our behalf as part of the review of captioning legislation.

Yours sincerely

John F. Levitzke

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

THE SOCIETY WILL EMPOWER DEAF PEOPLE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA TO ACHIEVE EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITIES AND INDEPENDENCE IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE

