320 Forest St,

Wendouree,

Vic. 3355

Mr Jim Adamson,

Dear Sir.

I am writing to you regarding to proposed Captioning Legislation.

As a partner of a hearing impaired person I know the importance of captioning. I would like to see many more programs containing captions and I am very disappointed that legislation is necessary to force TV stations into providing invaluable service to so many disadvantage people within our community.

The clause "as far as practical" must be watched very closely to ensure that TV stations don't try to slip out of their obligation on some technicality. All news and current affairs is all without exception. 

If the ABC and Seven network can caption some news and current affairs then why can't all stations do the same?. And why not all news and current affairs?.
All stations found the technology and money to caption the broadcasts of the death of the Princess of Wales and her funeral. The great debate, the opening of the Commonwealth games, the AFL grand final etc. This demonstrates they can do captioning.

Ratings is the magic word, if all hearing impaired people were to switch off non captioned programs then stations would be forced to caption programs as a "community service". To win them back.

All new programs produced for Australian TV should include captioning and imported programs should also be captioned. The cost of captioning would be included into production or the purchased price.

We now select programs not on first choice but on whether it contains captioning or not.

I thank you for the time taken to read this letter and hope you can influence the Government into ensuring that there is no watering down of this important legislation.

Yours sincerely.

Douglas Brown.

