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18/3/05

Mark Chapman Smith

Radio 4GG Gold Coast Pty Ltd

P.O.Box 277

Ashmore Qld

4214

Prime Minister

Hon John Howard

Parliament House 

Canberra

Dear Prime Minister

I forward a copy of my letter to the Minister for Communications and also placed on the aus radio newsgroup recently.

I believe it is vital a more level playing field should exist for broadcasting service providers.

Yours truly

Mark Chapman Smith

Minister for Communications

Information Technology and the Arts

Senator the Hon Helen Coonan

Parliament House

Canberra ACT

2600

Dear Minister

As a Commercial Radio broadcaster since 1968 and now operating Radio 4GG Gold Coast Pty Ltd with a combination of fifteen HPON and LPON licenses I would like to add some comments to the current broadcasting debate.

The commercial radio sector has for to long wielded unnecessary influence on successive National Governments to ensure their unique and powerful positions on the radio and television-broadcasting spectrum.

While admitting my broadcasting efforts over the years have not led me to the same position of influence with your Government and it’s departments I would still like to make some comments from the back-bench’s of broadcasting.

It is very unfortunate that enough commercial television and radio licenses have not been made available and that the spectrums have been distorted by wide screen application for television and silly so called data-casting measures.

These strange terminologies (HPON-LPON amongst many others) invented by your regulator infest the Broadcasting Services Act.

Broadcasting is broadcasting, what service provider’s end up formatting should only be the concern of the individual provider and it’s interaction with a particular interest group.

Ownership and the classification of all broadcasting licenses should be equal including commercial, so called narrowcast, community and National (ABC-SBS) broadcasters with a capacity to buy, sell or trade licenses.

Technical standards and decency provisions should be the only concern of the Act and the regulator's activity.

You may say that you have raised tremendous amounts of money at auction for the public purse through your management of broadcasting spectrum.

I would suggest that your government could raise more money by releasing the entire available broadcasting spectrum and apply annual fees to the service providers.

While this may not provide wind–fall outcomes every time at auction, over the long term, fees could be valuable if measured against a service provider’s arrival cost in a market.

Balance an annual fee against initial auction cost, conversion cost AM to FM, cost of analogue to digital, city, regional or country market size etc, to fairly accommodate existing and new service providers. 

As a very small service provider in few markets it is important that operators such as us can move forward to larger markets to provide a service that may not exist which is entirely the case at the moment.

Digital broadcasting offers this opportunity and I ask you to please consider a business path or model that can be taken by green field broadcasting service providers to Australia’s major markets.

Many digital radio broadcasting channels can be arranged on single frequencies as with direct satellite radio-broadcasting transmissions that may dodge the traditional broadcast spectrum altogether in the near future.

Your capacity to target consumers at election times would not be diminished by having many more broadcasting service providers, in actual fact enhanced by a more targeted marketing approach.

60 minutes is okay, but it is only one hour in a whole campaign. 

I ask you and your department to cease and desist from draconian and ridiculous broadcasting restrictions.

As you are now a very powerful Governing entity for Australia, new broadcasting entry fairness provisions should be enabled and stood behind.

I would like the opportunity to discus the issues in any forum with you or your department at any time or place. 

Regards

Mark Chapman Smith

Director

Radio 4GG Gold Coast Pty Ltd.

