28th July, 2003 

Mr James Cameron

Department of Communications, Information and the Arts

GPO Box 2154

Canberra  ACT  2601

Dear James,

Firstly I would like to thank you for the opportunity to submit Tennis Australia’s perspective on the current anti-siphoning legislation.

For the past two years I have been ‘lobbying’ The Hon. Senator Richard Alston regarding some restrictive legalities hampering the local television product including the anti-siphoning, anti-hoarding and multi-channelling legislations.  

As the Chief Executive of Australia’s most significant international product, I am well aware that our product is falling behind those of the global television domain, including our competitors.

While the Senator has been receptive to my comments, there has been little movement in this realm thus far.

In 2001, Tennis Australia responded to the Australian Broadcasting Association’s call for submissions when it was conducting its review of the anti-siphoning legislation – of which the Australian Open had difficulty complying with given the volume of play requires Pay-Television support.  

However, we are all aware there has been limited formal government response or action taken since the lodging of the ABA’s report.

I wish to state for the record Tennis Australia’s support of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s (ACCC) proposed dual rights scheme, which will address the restrictive anti-siphoning legislation.

I am familiar with dual rights and, in particular, a tiered structure of rights, which the Wimbledon Championships currently employs in its domestic and international markets.

I believe we must engage in all measures, which will enable a satisfactory investment, and return for both the promoter and the television network, while ensuring the viewing public has access to premium events.

We at the Australian Open are currently reviewing the benefits of a tiered structure for our international rights, and there are obvious advantages to the viewer, the promoter and the network, without the risk of diluting the impact of host broadcasters.

I am convinced that a similar approach to employing a dual rights strategy with domestic Free-To-Air and Pay-TV could be highly successful in the local market for the Australian Open, the Tennis Australia Summer Circuit, Davis Cup matches, coverage of the other three Grand Slams, and indeed an array of sporting and other events. 

The international trend is empowering the television viewer with interactive options such as camera angles, choice of courts (as is the case with tennis) live statistics, scores and the opportunity to watch in-demand product either for free or on the multitude of Pay-TV options.

I believe it is time the Australian market employs this approach to the delivery of televised marquee events, as it will unleash the true power of digital television.  

The ACCC recommendation for dual rights is the start of what could be an exciting and liberating phase in Australian television.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me personally if you would like to discuss this submission in more detail.

Yours sincerely,

PAUL McNAMEE

Chief Executive

Australian Open

