Prime Television Limited

Level 6, 1 Pacific Highway, North Sydney NSW 2060, phone 02 9965 7700

Ms Caroline Joske

Department of Communications and the Arts

39 Sydney Avenue

BARTON  ACT  2600

Dear Ms Joske

Digital Legislation - Closed Captioning

We note FACTS submissions to your Department regarding the above matter in which it was intimated that regional broadcasters would make separate submissions in addition to the FACTS submission. 

The Prime Television Group is a regional broadcaster whose licensed service areas cover Southern NSW, Northern NSW, regional Victoria, Mildura and regional and remote Western Australia.  Prime is a regional affiliate of the Seven Network and transmits the Seven Network program feed throughout its license area.  Prime is committed to producing and televising local news programs throughout its licence area in addition to Seven Network programming, news being the main programming and production undertaken by the Group. 

The Prime Group, will by natural affiliation, meet the metropolitan captioning targets of the Seven Network.  This will mean that Prime’s viewers will receive the metropolitan targets which are to commence 2001 and will be completed 2004.  The Seven Network has already undertaken its own targets and has already made a commitment to closed captioning ahead of its metropolitan counterparts and ahead of legislation. 

It is Prime’s local programming, i.e., its local news services which will present Prime, a regional broadcasters, with additional heavy costs which will occur across its extensive license area whilst maintaining its current analogue services. 

Whilst the company is committed to closed captioning of local programs, it is the added cost burden that is the cause of our concerns.  Like digital broadcasting, there is no financial offset to assist with the cost imposition. 

Prime is not opposed to the introduction of closed captioning of its local programming, however, because of the technical and operational implications, the company seeks to have the introduction of closed captioning, over and above the affiliated network commitment, deferred from 2001 to commence 2005 after the designated commencement date of the regional roll out with the aim to have closed captioning before the end of the simulcast period. 

The pending new technology at this time is also a factor which the company has not been in a position to consider fully. 

We are assuming that the draft legislation regarding closed captioning will apply to the digital broadcasting and not the analogue simulcast service. 

We would appreciate the opportunity to discuss the draft legislation in detail in relation to its effect on our regional operations prior to the final legislation being adopted. 

Yours sincerely

Shirley Brown

Manager - Corporate

