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Mr Jim Anderson,

Director, Broadcasting Content Section.

Dept of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts,

GPO Box 2154

CANBERRA ACT. 2601

Dear Mr Adamson,

I am a Teacher of the Deaf and I work with students in mainstream schools. For most of my students captioning is not only desirable, it is essential for their participation in anything on the small screen. For those few schools prepared to put themselves out, financially and organisationally, to cater for these students, it is not made any easier to access captions by the complexity of both the purchase of equipment, but also for access to the programs or videos. Captioning of all programs and videos, and the compulsory installation of decoder chips will enable equitable access for all - not just those who happen to have hearing and understanding within the 'normal' range.

As Australians, it is particularly important that the upcoming Olympics be accessible to us all, and that some of the impressive funding be directed towards captioning of all televised commentary.

This is not an issue that can be put off any longer, our children need equal access now.

Yours

Susan Reynolds.

Visiting Teacher.

