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May 5th 2003

Rhyan Bloor

Email: iga.review@dcita.gov.au
Dear Sir/Madam

Further, to my telephone conversation with James Penpuase, I thank you for providing us with an extension on a submission regarding the review of the Interactive Gambling Act 2001. 

The Harness Racing Industry in NSW employs directly and indirectly in excess of 10,000 persons and is extremely concerned at the ramifications of overseas operators being allowed to attract Australian punters to bet with their organisations. The viability of the Australian Racing Industry would be in jeopardy. 

The best way to highlight the threat is to provide the following analogy: the Australian Wool Industry would provide wool to an overseas buyer, then that organisation does not pay for the wool and sells it on to the Australian buyers of wool. It is exactly the same with the Racing Product. At present, the State TAB’s pay the Racing industries to bet on their product by either paying a fee and a share of the profit or simply providing to the codes of Racing any profit earned from betting. 

Overseas operators come in and take the product for free and do no pay a fee to the Racing Industry. This leaves the Racing Industry to pay for all expenses and receive no income. It should be noted that all profits the Racing Industry generates are returned to the participants in the form of prizemoney and in effect race clubs and non-profit organisations. It is no different to the wool example above. Why should any organisation be allowed to procure a product without paying for it? Further, as they have to make no payment for the product, our local TAB’s cannot compete on equal terms. 

Of equal concern, is that allowing these organisations access to Australian punters could have a detrimental effect on the integrity of the racing product. One of the important elements available to Stewards when a racing event is questionable as to it’s integrity is to review the audit trail of betting transactions. Criminal elements could hide such activity through betting with overseas betting organisations which the Stewards do not have any jurisdiction over. 

We strongly urge the Federal Government to continue and expand the Interactive Gaming Act to stop the overseas parasites having a free ride and eventually destroy an important part of the Australian culture and economy, it’s Racing Industry.  

We would also be very appreciative to meet with you to provide a detailed presentation on the above. 

Yours faithfully

PETER V’LANDYS

CHIEF EXECTUIVE

NSW HARNESS RACING CLUB   

New South Wales


Harness Racing Club Ltd.


(Incorporated in NSW)       ACN 000 002 666       ABN 34000 002 666
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