Victorian Council of Deaf People
22 December 1998


Mr Jim Adamson

Director, Broadcasting Content Section 

Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts 

GPO Box 2154 

Canberra ACT 2601

Fax 02 6271 1700

Dear Mr. Adamson

I am responding on behalf of your Council to the review process relating to the Captioning section of the Television Broadcasting Services (Digital Conversion) Act.

Our organisation is a statewide Deaf consumer organisation and we represent the interests of Deaf Victorians in matters of importance to them. This captioning review as you could imagine is of immense importance to deaf people and we have some very simple but concise things to say:-

1. Access to television is a right, not a privilege. Television is a powerful medium for information, entertainment and recreation;

2. Deaf people have a right to have access to television at any time of their choosing like all other Australians;

3. To decide on captioning periods, such as the planned 6 00 - 10.30pm for news and current affairs by the year 2001 is discriminatory. 

While we applaud the acknowledgment that deaf people have a right to captioned programs, there should not be designated captioning periods. The government has no right to choose when we can watch captioned programs;
4. Legislation must be made that states that all TV programs are to be captioned. 

We recognise that it takes time to ‘roll out' this ultimate goal and this is where the deaf community can work with the government and the Television industry to agree on time frame;

5. In order to assist access to TV captioning, we want legislation that declares all TVs imported or manufactured in Australia to have an in-built decoder chip to provide captioning by the end of 2000;

6 We also request that captioning of cable TV be included in the Act as deaf people also want to right to access this form of entertainment like all other Australians.

We look forward to positive developments in regards to captioning of television and cable programs and we would be pleased to receive a copy of your completed review document.

Sincerely,

Phil Harper

Co‑ordinator

Victorian Council of Deaf People Inc., 117 Wellington Parade South, East Melbourne, Victoria 3002
TTY: (03) 9650 6786 VOICE: (O3) 9860 9137 FAX: (03} 9854 2888 e~mail; vcod@netspace.net.au

website: www.deaf-vic.org.au

Affiliated with the Australian Association of the Deaf (AAD)

Donations of $2.00 or over are tax deductable

