LOTTERY AGENTS ASSOCIATION SUBMISSION ON REVIEW OF INTERACTIVE GAMBLING REGULATIONS


The Lottery Agents Association of Victoria is an incorporated Association representing the interests of some 700 Tattersall's accredited representatives in Victoria.

The Association supports the sale of lottery tickets on-line as permitted under the Interactive Gambling Act and we support the continuation of the moratorium which applies to on-line instant and scratch lotteries.

Our support for the moratorium comes primarily from our responsibility to protect the business interests of our members We are concerned that the easy availability of products identical to those which we sell through retail establishments may adversely impact on our retail sales.

Our second concern is that under age players cannot be disbarred from playing on-line scratchies. In the retail environment our members are very conscious and are proactive about selling scratchies only to the over eighteen year old customers. We agree with the widely accepted view that it is not socially acceptable to expose young people to gambling. Despite the need for an on-line player to operate with an established pool of funds - only possible for an over eighteen year old registered player - there are no infallible means of preventing younger players from overstating their age and gaining access to this form of on-line gambling.

Our third and probably major concern is that scratchies are a game of instant gratification. The result of the game is immediately known. This means that there is the opportunity for a player to spend hours playing the on-line scratchies in much the same way as a poker machine addict sits at a poker machine in a gaming venue. In our view there are even greater possibilities of significant player losses in the on-line environment because the player "at home" can virtually eat, smoke, drink and "live" at the computer terminal.

The Association believes that any consideration of lifting the moratorium could only be made in the light of powerful arguments counteracting the very good reasons why this moratorium was introduced in the first place. The Association cannot imagine what those arguments could possibly be and urges that the review continue to protect the interests of small businesses, young people and susceptible players from the effects of on-line scratchy lottery sales.

Yours sincerely


PETER JUDKINS
CEO


