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Submission 
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Regarding

INTRODUCTION OF DIGITAL RADIO 
DCITA
Issues Paper 
To The Manager

Broadcast Industry and Planning

Licensed Broadcasting

I am writing to you following the Issues Paper, December 2004 and invitation to make submissions concerning the introduction of digital radio in Australia.
3MBS endorses the submission by the Community Broadcasting Association of Australia with the following comments relating specifically to 3MBS.

The Music Broadcasting Society of Victoria – 3MBS - was established in the late 1960s.  People who developed 3MBS believed that national (ABC, SBS) and commercial broadcasters could not adequately meet the diverse needs of the Australian community.  The ABC eventually established a national fine music network after the MBS stations demonstrated the popularity of the genre.
The reason that 3MBS has been able to survive and develop over 30 years is that its audience is vitally interested in the classical music that it plays.  Listeners are willing to support it the station through volunteer participation and/or financial support.

The station is not dependant on government funding for its development.  It is dependant on the quality of the sound that it broadcasts.  The music requires optimum sound reproduction.  
Since 2001, the station has asked its listeners to contribute to a digital radio fund.  The station has been pleasantly surprised by the overwhelming response by listeners who are already making regular financial commitment to the station through subscription.
Digital Trials

3MBS has taken an innovative approach to the trials of digital radio in Melbourne by delivering text information about the music broadcast. ABC Classic FM, with their much larger budget, could not achieve this. 

It is because of the expertise that 3MBS can draw on from the community that made this innovation possible. When digital transmission becomes available, 3MBS will be able to enhance this working text base information to include other new listener benefits that enhance the listening experience, but also contribute to the Melbourne music community.

3MBS supports 200 local Melbourne music and arts groups and supports the work of young and emerging composers and performers.  Digital transmission offers many opportunities to enhance this role.
Bit rate allocation

However, alarmingly, there has been a recent response from a donor (see attached) who has information about fine music being broadcast on digital networks in the UK.  He will only continue to support the station if he can be assured that it will be able to broadcast at 192khz on a digital platform.

Your discussion paper talks about a range between 128 and 192 khz for music services.
3MBS will loose the community support that has sustained it for 30 years, if the responses to the trials are any indication.  It sounds like 3MBS will cease to operate if it cannot broadcast at 192 khz.  

Community broadcasters are not in a position to purchase additional bit rate beyond a standard issue.  If you accept that community broadcasters should have bit rate parity with other broadcasters, this has interesting implications for spectrum allocation.  Offering community broadcasters 128khz and then exposing them to the open market for additional allocation could spell the end of their service.
Multiplex licensing and spectrum allocation

Security issues for community broadcasting have been crystallised following the privatisation of the national transmission infrastructure.

The relatively low cost of FM technology has been achievable for many community stations, even with capital city-wide coverage.  In many capital cities (Brisbane, Melbourne, Adelaide),  community stations have been able to band together to operate shared transmission facilities.  This not only has the potential to reduce costs, but offers a level of control and security above that available in the open market.
With government regulators accepting that community broadcasters have a vital place within the broadcasting landscape and that they are not-for-profit operations, long-term security can be entertained through the concept of shared transmission facilities.

3MBS urges DCITA to consider, where possible, the idea that community stations in capital cities be resourced to operate shared, community broadcast multiplexes. 

Please contact me if you require further information.

Yours sincerely

David Melzer

General Manager.
PAGE  

Submission from 3MBS-FM

2
David Melzer

gm@3mbs.org.au
03 9816 9355


